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[Abstract:] Enclosing copy of letter from the Secretary of the Treasury... 1070 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
October 18, 1881 


Hon. William Windom, 
Secretary of the Treasury; 


Sir: 


In response to your reference of the letter of the Assistant Treasurer of the United States 
at Philadelphia asking that certain minor coins not fit to be put in circular again, on account of 
being mutilated, be transferred to the Mint in that city, I have the honor to state that I have 
considered the questions submitted in this letter and also in a previous reference by you of the 
letter of the Superintendent of the Philadelphia mint, dated March 31, 1881, and present herewith 
my conclusions as to whether the old coins mentioned in the last described communication, can, 
under the law be recoined into minor coins at the present time authorized by law and if so, 
whether they can be issued without loss to the Government. 


It appears from the statement of the Superintendent of the Philadelphia mint that he had 
in his possession on the 31st of March 1881, held by him for the Treasurer of the United States, 
the following coins issued under acts in force prior to the passage of the coinage act of 1873, viz: 


Old Copper Coin $17,540.91 
Copper Nickel One Cents (1857-64) 104,018.71 
Bronze Two Cents 10,620.98 
Total $132,180.60 


And that he also held, belonging to the Treasurer the following coins issued under the 
Coinage Act of 1873, viz: 


Bronze One Cent (mutilated) $1,437.64 
Nickel Three Cent “ 1,960.80 
Nickel Five Cent “ 2,569.85 
Total $5,968.29 


I do not find any authority of law for the Superintendent to receive in exchange for other 
coins except in the course of current business, any of the last mentioned bronze and nickel coins. 
The minor coins now authorized to be struck are made exchangeable at par at the Mint in 
Philadelphia at the discretion of the Superintendent, for any other coins — copper bronze, or 
copper nickel previously authorized by law. 


The Superintendent, therefore, has authority to receive from the Treasurer or Assistant 
Treasurer of the United States, if in his judgement, he deems it advisable, the old copper cents, 
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the copper nickel one cents and the bronze two cents, as mentioned. Authority for the use of such 
old coins as material for the new coinage is not specifically given in the law: on the contrary by 
Section 3528, the purchase of metal for the minor coinage is required to be made by public 
advertisement: but, as the Superintendent was authorized to receive the old coins in exchange for 
the new, and their re-issue was not authorized, it may be inferred that it was the intention of the 
Act that they should be utilized in the manufacture of the new coins. Such has been the practice 
at the Mint, and direction to that effect were given both by the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
then Director of the Mint. 


In answer to an inquiry, the Superintendent of the Philadelphia Mint reports that the 
copper, and copper nickel cents could be re-coined not only without loss but with a gain, by the 
addition of other metal, and that, on the two cent bronze pieces, there would be an estimated loss 
of about four per cent. 


If the Assistant Treasurer of the United States at Philadelphia is authorized by the 
Treasurer, or, if necessary, by the Secretary of the Treasury, to exchange, for minor coins now 
being issued, the old copper, copper-nickel and two cent bronze pieces, belonging to the 
Treasurer, doubtless the Superintendent will be willing to receive and use them as material for 
the minor coinage, but such exchange is, by law, discretionary with him. 


The papers mentioned in your reference are herewith returned. 
Respectfully, 


Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


